
    T H E  M A R L O W  A L L O T M E N T S  A S S O C I A T I O N   
  

Minutes of the thirty-fifth Annual General Meeting, held in Liston Hall, 5th November 2018 at 7.30pm. 
  

Members and guests: Chair – Mr F Tillier, Secretary - Mr P England, Treasurer - Mrs M Talbot.  
Committee Members - Ms D Bagge, Mr P Cooper & Mrs S Miller.  
Special Guests - Mayor Cllr. Mr Chris Funnell, Town Clerk Hilary Martin and officer Debbie Abbott.  
New Committee Member John Stilliard, to be voted in at this AGM.  
  

Tenants and guests present: Mr D Armstrong, Mr R Bailey, Mr A Bennett-Rice, Mrs B Billington, Mr 
M Blunkell, Mr M Bolton, Mr R Bradley, Mr B Carter, Mrs R Crow, Mr T Cummins, Mr R De Coverley,  Mr P 
Edmonds, Mrs D Elliott, Mrs A Ford, Mrs A & Mr I Foster-Poole, Mr R Frost, Mr & Mrs N Garside, Mr J Holland,  
Mrs Y Holland, Mr D & Mrs L Howell, Mr & Mrs Kilner-Smith, Ms J Kirby, Ms S Kirby, Mr C Knocker,  Mr A & Mrs 
Lloyd, Mr G Lomas, Mr R Maidment, Mr B Masser, Mr C Napthine, Mr & Mrs J Prowse, Mrs V Parkes, Ms 
F Rabson, Mr & Mrs A Richards, Miss D Roberts, Mr A & Mrs N Ross, Mr W Rowland with 5x guests, Mr P 
Sharp, Mr R Sharp, Mr P & Mrs J Smith, Mrs R Wolton.   
  
 Apologies for absence announced by the Secretary Peter England: Mr D Bird, Mrs A & Mr C Bowles, Mr M 
Deri, Mrs S Gaunt, Mr G & Mrs S Greenhouse, Mrs S Harley, Mr R & Mrs N Hockly, Mr T Holland, Mr & Mrs 
Jack, Ms S Jordan, Mr G Lomas, Mr B Masser, Mr C O’ Connell, Mr J Price, Mrs G Rowe,  Mrs H & Mr S 
Tolmie, Mr N Ricketts.   
  

Address by the Chair: The Chair welcomed members, plot holders, their families and Honoured guests, he 
went on to mentioned the hard year it has been for crops & visitors especially with odd crop disappearing, a 
matter that is being dealt with.  
  

Address by Mayor: The Mayor welcomed all present and thanked MAA for inviting him along. He went on to 
mention how important Allotments are to Marlow, as he was born in Marlow he spent much of his early years 
running around on the allotments. He told those present that he was grateful for the recent tours he has been 
given over both sites, he enjoyed the chance to see the variety of ways tenant tended their plots, there were 
constant surprises. Allotments bring important benefits to the Marlow community especially to the dis-abled and 
disadvantaged, and to those with mental health issues – his special charity for this year. He said that he hopes 
more people will be able to benefit from taking on an allotment and wished to congratulate those that had 
worked so hard, and urged us keep up the good work. The Unique Feature Competition was challenging as 
there were so many to choose from. He congratulated the Association on such a big turn out, this was a 
testament to the importance of the Allotments in Marlow. It was to see youth being involved in the Allotments, it 
is important for the future to encourage children. 
The Mayor then wanted to thank those on the Committee & he presented Peter England with a gift as a token 
of appreciation from Marlow Town Council for his service as Secretary of the Association for over 20 years.      
 
Minutes of the 2017 Annual General Meeting. – Proposer : Mrs S Miller, Seconder: Mr N Garside  
  
Matters Arising.- There were no matters arising.  
  

Secretary's Report.   
This year we saw a disappointing drop in membership from last year’s 148 to 125. During the year we 
welcomed 18 new tenants at Hanging Hill & 17 at Foxes Piece. Currently we have only one vacancy at Foxes 
Piece but 11 Hanging Hill. The latter figure is largely due to a number of tenants announcing their intention to 
give up ahead of the renewal date. The waiting list of those ready to take on a plot stands at 5 for Foxes Piece 
& 4 for Hanging Hill. As for the current situation in respect of tenancy renewals, as our AGM is again earlier than 
normal this year any figure given today would not provide us with an indication of what the picture will look like 
at the end of this month when all renewals should be in.  
At Hanging Hill further fencing is still required along the Berwick Road Perimeter. Much of the line remains 
unfenced giving access from residents’ back gardens but we now have a good idea where the line should be. 
We have also acquired an area of former allotment land, which had been privately rented for several years. We 
were able to mark out two viable plots on land which the previous tenant had used, but much of the rest of this 
area needs considerable work to clear tree roots and to level it out before it can be properly incorporated into 
the main site. The work required is beyond the scope of the volunteer winter work party. Work is also required 
on the rutted main track. Thames Water which was responsible for damage to another section of track finally 
made the promised improvements.  
At Foxes Piece we still await information from the Town Council on the proposed fate of the ex-children’s 
playground. Work to repair a section of chain link fence by Dedmere Rise has been flagged up.  
In attempting to comply with the General Date Protection Regulations (GDPR), effective from last May, all 
current (at the time) tenants received a letter advising them that they had to opt in if they wished to continue 
receiving information from the Association. This was based on what some other non-profit making organisations 



were doing. It appears that this might not have been necessary, but thank you to all those who responded. We 
also produced a Privacy Policy, which is required. This can be viewed on our website.  
Scheduled Barbecues at Hanging Hill were unfortunately cancelled firstly because of wet weather and then 
during the heat wave because of the fire risk. A barbecue & bonfire was finally held on October but attendance 
at the event was again lower than we had hoped.  
The National Society (NSALG) seed scheme makes an important contribution to the Association’s finances and 
catalogues are available here. Prices compare very favourably with other suppliers. The discount at Hunts 
continues. Chicken manure pellets at a competitive price again sold well and this has become a regular offer. 
Rabbit manure is also available on request at no cost, although donations are always welcome. Wood 
chippings, delivered to Hanging Hill, are available to tenants of both sites.  
  
We received a proposal from an Association member to contribute a donation to the Association, in return for 
being able to place an advert for his gardening business on the Association’s notice board and web site. The 
committee approved this, drawing up a formal agreement specific to the request.  
During the year your committee met 5 times. I should like to thank members of the committee who have made 
the Secretary’s job easier. Sylvia at Hanging Hill and Fred at Foxes Piece for contacting and showing round so 
many prospective tenants, Scott for initially chairing the committee, before he had to stand down for health 
reasons, then Fred for stepping into his shoes, Maren for looking after our finances and the seeds 
scheme, Denise for taking minutes and Scott for his work on the website. I should also like to thank the 
volunteers who contributed to the winter work at Hanging Hill. There are other people who have given us their 
time and effort in a variety of ways. So thank you to all of them. During the year we published 4 Newsletters. 
Our emailing list has increased but there are still almost 50 Newsletters delivered by hand, several following 
failed emails so I should also like to thank the loyal team who deliver them. Finally, I should like to thank the 
Mayor for attending and Marlow Town Council for booking this facility for us.   
Proposer: Mrs R Crow Seconder: Mrs M Talbot  
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Maren Talbot presented the financial report, copies of which were available to those present, she went on to 
mention that the accounts again are not in the red. This means that the final account shows a small gain, and 
she then explained the details of the reports which had been circulated. Maren emphasised the importance of 
submitting seed orders to her by the 10th November in order for MAA to claim additional early discount.  
 
Question: Mr B Carter noted that figures for members are down compared to the increase in the number of 
allotment plots. He asked the Committee to look into ways of increasing membership, recognising that expecting 
officers to collect membership by finding people on site was too laborious.  
Mr B Carter went on to suggest that one simple approach would be to make it possible for tenants to opt to pay 
their MAA membership with the tenancy renewals. 
 
Treasurers report: Proposer: Mr J Stilliard;  Seconder: Mr D Howell  
 
Water Levy: Mrs S Miller told those present that she has been maintaining records of the water levy collected 
each year liaising with MTC and that now the remaining balance represents 2 more full years to clear this debt 
plus a small balance in the final year.  
 
The Chair took this opportunity to thank Peter England & Bill Kilner-Smith as together they had worked on the 
MAA Committee in excess of 60 years.  
 
Peter England thanked all the volunteers that help with the delivery & distribution by hand of the newsletters for 
tenants that are not on email, mentioned that Ian Harris has given up his allotment plot but will continue with 
the delivery of newsletters, so a special mention of thanks to him.  
 
 
Elections to the committee  
The Secretary put forward the Committee nominations in turn, naming each in turn asking for a show of hands 
in favour of each member. There was a majority by those present for each Committee Member these are:     
  
Chair – Fred Tillier     Proposed: Neil Garside  Seconded: Mike Hopper               
Secretary – Sylvia Miller   Proposed: Peter England Seconded: John Price 
Treasurer – Maren Talbot   Proposed: Bill Masser  Seconded:  Ann Gordon-Cummings 
Committee Member – Pete Cooper Proposed: Sylvia Miller  Seconded: Mrs G Rowe                        
Committee Member – Denise Bagge Proposed: Robert Frost  Seconded: Charles Knocker 
Committee Member – John Stilliard Proposed: John Holland  Seconded: Peter England  
  
 



AOB  
  
Mr Kilner-Smith complained regarding a neighbouring plot which had persistent weeds over three years and had 
not been maintained by the tenant. SM advised this would be looked into  
  
Mr R Bailey complained about a Leylandi tree with branches overhanging over his shed Hilary Martin, Town 
Clerk for MTC, said that she would investigate 

  
Mr J Holland stated that he felt the current allocation of 5x pole is not sufficient for some tenants & asked if it 
could be extended to a single individual to have 10x pole if they were considered competent.  
  
Mr B Carter agreed with this point to allow a mix of 5 & 10 pole plots.  
  
FT posed the question to the meeting of how many people have more than 5x pole already, the response was a 
majority show of hands. 

 

Mrs B Billington mentioned that newcomers have difficulty in tackling the weeds and perhaps they should be 
given ‘starter plots’. Action: FT said he will put the issue to MTC for discussion in the Allotment Working Party 
Group. 
  
Mr G Lomas addressed the Mayor regarding to price increase of 15% for a plot at a time when pensions and 
salaries had not gone up.  
  
Hilary Martin responded that these had been compared against nearby allotment sites in Bucks & our prices are 
average, there have been high costs over recent years with extensive new fencing around both sites. 
Furthermore, they are proposing that there is no increase for the coming year.  
  
Mr B Carter said that considering the raise last year he was grateful that the recommendation of no increase for 
the next year has been put forward but we are still paying the water levy.  
  
The Mayor mentioned the difficulties there are when trying to balance the budgets, but will take back the 
comments to Council.  
  
Mr M Blunkell told those present that the rent works out to less than £1.00 per a week and he feels it is a 
bargain.  
  
Mr N Garside agreed he said that 10x pole costs £1.45 per week and is the best value in town for what you get 
out of an allotment plot.  
  
Ms D Bagge agreed with Mr Lomas that there is a principle to be considered, when the percentage rent rise is 

so high (actually 18%). 

Mr R Bailey told those present that he would be happy to carry out another talk on Dahlias.  
  
SM thanked him & told those present the excellent quality of the talk he had already carried out this year.  
  
MT also told those present that she would be happy to give another talk on Growing Orchids at Home. This 
would include an orchid clinic, where members can bring their plants for advice and re-potting, if required. 
 
SM will follow up in the new year & asked anyone interested to contact her.  
  
Close of meeting. The Chair stated there was no other business and closed the meeting at 8.25pm.  
   
Prize Winners: The Mayor awarded the prize winners in the Best Kept Allotment Competition, and then 
he presented his Awards to tenants for the most Unique Feature at each site and a Special Award for Best 
Young Gardener.   
 
The Chair: Then he presented Peter England with gifts as a result of a collection from all tenants from both 
sites along with a ‘Memory Book’ which held personal messages from all those that know him & appreciate all 
the hard work that he has carried out for the Association. The gifts consisted of 6x bottles of wine and gift 
vouchers. 

 

The Mayor concluded the meeting with warm thanks all round. 


